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Beginning of 

Prelude

2:52

2:32

Voice Four enters 

(highest pitch).Voices continue – all individual yet all 

blending:  COUNTERPOINT

Beginning of Fugue:  Voice 

One sings fugue’s melody 

with no accompaniments

2:37

Listen for pedal note 

(low C) lasting a full 

13 seconds

Bach:  Well tempered Clavier, Book 2:  

Prelude and Fugue in C Major
Notes:  Use of Counterpoint (Several Melodic Lines  at the same 

time); This piece is part of the “48,” two books of Preludes & Fugues 

Bach created to celebrate new theory in keyboard tuning (the 

ability to play music in any key)

Rolling chord to 

simulate more volume

Rolling chord to 

simulate more volume

Voice Two enters, singing melody 

higher than Voice One did. Voice 

one sings something new

2:27

Voice Three begins 

melody (lowest 

pitch). Voices One 

and Two continue.

Listen for group of six notes:  

2 very short, 2 slightly 

longer, two longer still.

3:08

Listen for group of six notes:  

2 very short, 2 slightly 

longer, two longer still.

3:18

Listen for group of six notes:  

2 very short, 2 slightly 

longer, two longer still.

3:23

Listen for group of six notes:  

2 very short, 2 slightly 

longer, two longer still.Entrances of melody come closer 

together (voices enter once per second)
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