Owl Pellet Lab
Classical Conversations, Week 11
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Look carcgullg in the forest, and you might find an owl Pc”et.

Owl Pe”ets are masses of bone teeth halr feathers and exoskeletons of various
animals Preyecl upon bg raptors or birds of prey. Pellets are Producccl and
regurgltated not onlg 139 owls but 139 hawks eagles and other raptors that swallow
their prey whole of in small Pxeces Owls feed feed earlg in the evenmg and
regurgltate a smgle Pe”e’c aPProxxmatclg 20 hours after eatlng Unlike snakes the
Protcm enzymes and strong acids which occur in the dlgestlve tract of raptors do not
cligest the entire meal. The rela’civelg weak stomach muscles of the bird form the
uncligestecl fur, bones, feather etc. into wet slimg Pc”c‘cs. In this process even the
most Fragile bones are usua”9 Prcserved unbroken.

The owl Pe”e‘cs that you will be examining in this lab have been collected and
Fumigated from common barn owls. Owl Pe”ets themselves are ecosystems, Providing
food and shelter for communities which may include clothes moths, carpet beetles
and Fungi‘ Clothes moth larvae are ?requently abundant in Pe”e‘cs, Feejng on fur and
feathers. The black spheres about the size of Periods () that are found in the Pe”e’cs
are the droppmgs of the caterPIHars The larvae mc’camorphose near the surface of a
Pe”e‘c in cocoons made of fur.

Procedure:

[] Measure the width OFgour owl pellet.
[0 Measure the len h o{gour owf ellet.
L] Examine the exterior of the owl Pe“et
[] Do you see sngns of fur or feathers.



