
Albrecht Durer 

1471-1528 
The great German artist, Albrecht Durer, grew up in the city of Nuremberg about 500 
years ago.  His father was a goldsmith, and Durer spent much of his childhood working 
in his father’s shop, learning to make jewelry, engrave metal ornaments, and build fine 
sculptures.  He especially liked to make woodprints.   



Durer settled in his home city of Nuremburg and opened his own studio.  He 
painted pictures an made hundreds of beautiful prints. 

Self-Portrait (1500) 



A set of religious prints Durer created early in his career was sold all over Europe 
and brought the handsome young (he was in his twenties) fame and recognition. 

St. John Beholding 7 Golden Candlesticks 



Rhinoceros (1515) 
Durer’s image was based on a written description and brief sketch by an unknown 
artist of an Indian rhinoceros that had arrived in Lisbon earlier that year. Dürer 
never saw the actual rhinoceros (and his depiction is not entirely accurate), which 
was the first living example seen in Europe since Roman times. It has been said of 
Dürer's woodcut: "probably no animal picture has exerted such a profound 
influence on the arts". 



Praying Hands (c.1508), a pen and ink drawing 

Durer was one of the most famous artists of the Renaissance period, a time when 
new ideas and inventions were welcomed and encouraged.  He was fascinated by 
detail in all aspects of his work – oil painting, portrait drawing, watercolors, and 
woodcuts. 


