Cragﬁsh Anatomy Lab
Classical Conversations, Week 10

Look Caregung in the mud&g bottom of a stream or Poncﬂ and you might see a craymcish.
During the da? he hides out, but at night he emerges to feast on dead and clecaging Plants,
a

yummy insect larvae, and wigglg worms!.

The cragﬁsh isina very impor’cant animal Familg called arthropods. Did{:gou know that— of
the million kinds of animals God clesignecﬂ are arthropocls. That’s a big amilgl Mi”ipedes,
cent?edes, spiders, scorpions, horseshoe crabs, and insects are all relatives of the cool

cray ish.

Strange but true, the cragﬁsh has a fused head and thorax, which is called the
ccpha%othorax. The segmentecl tail Portion is called the abdomen. His brainis right behind
his eyes. His stomachisina handg spo’c,l);ust a short distance from his mouth. He has a

heart with two blood vessels leaving it, taking blood to caPi”aries in his bodg.

The cragﬁsh has a strange way of brcathing. Hejust walks! He has gi”s that can get
oxygen riglﬁt out of the water, like fish. Since his gi“s are attached to his walking lcgs) theg
wave in the water as he walks along! The oxygen is absorbed bg the blood vessels in the
gi”s. What a clever Creator the cragmcish has!

His exoskeleton is like a suit of armor on a lmight, Protectin him from Predators who want
to eat him for lunch. Too bad his exoskeleton fits him so ti tlg. He can’t grow! He solves

this Problem b molting. Hejust splits his exoskeleton anfwriggles out. AHL nice and soft
for awhile until he grows a new suit of armor. But wait! That means he better hide careFu“g

until his armor grows back!

Cragﬁsh use their antennae and antennules to taste, sme”, and touch. Armed with two
large claws, or chclipccls, and two small feecling ap endages) or maxi”iPcds, the cragﬁsh
captures its prey, and passes the food to its mouth, where twojaws, or mandiblcs, crush the

food by moving side to side.

Crayfish use their swimmerets to swim and their fan-like tails to HIP themselves and dart
backward. This HiPPCr makes such a splash that the muddg water becomes cloudg and
hides his cluick escaPe! Looks like GodP thought of evergthing the little cragFish would need
to survive!

“chpin’ Cool Cragfish” by Tammy Dubin modified for CC Foundations, Cgc]e 1, Week 10
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Color the c:ragﬁsh.
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Label the Parts of the cragﬁsh.

WORD BANK
eye walking legs flipper
swimmerets abdomen antennae
cephalothorax cheliped maxilliped
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Draw and label the Parts of the cragﬁsh.
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Cephalothorax

Abdomen

Carapace

Cephalic Groove

Rostrum
Eyes
Antennae
Antennules

Mandibles

10. Maxillae

11.Chelipeds

12.Walking Legs

13.Swimmerets

14.Telson

15.Uropods

16.Tail Fan

The combined head and thorax which contains the heart, gills and stomach.

The segmented tail region to which the swimmerets, telson and uropods
are attached.

The protective shell (exoskeleton) of the cephalothorax.

An indentation in the carapace between the head region and the thorax
region.

The anterior prolongation of the carapace which extends above the eyes.
Compound structures which allow the crayfish to see.

Two, long sensory organs used for touch, taste, and smell.

Two, short sensory organs used for balance, touch, and taste.

Two jaws that crush food by moving side to side.

Two pairs of appendages that hold solid food, tear it and pass it to the
mouth.

Two big claws used for defense and to capture prey.

Four pairs of long, jointed legs used for walking with gills attached to the
top.

Five pairs of short appendages on the abdomen used for swimming.
The single, hind-most extension of the tail fan.
Two pairs of appendages on the tail fan that surround the telson.

The telson and the four uropods; used for backwards swimming.
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The combined head and thorax which contains the heart, gills and stomach.

The segmented tail region to which the swimmerets, telson and uropods

are attached.

The protective shell (exoskeleton) of the cephalothorax.

An indentation in the carapace between the head region and the thorax

region.

The anterior prolongation of the carapace which extends above the eyes.

Compound structures which allow the crayfish to see.

Two, long sensory organs used for touch, taste, and smell.

Two, short sensory organs used for balance, touch, and taste.

Two jaws that crush food by moving side to side.

Two pairs of appendages that hold solid food, tear it and pass it to the

mouth.

Two big claws used for defense and to capture prey.

Four pairs of long, jointed legs used for walking with gills attached to the

top.

Five pairs of short appendages on the abdomen used for swimming.

The single, hind-most extension of the tail fan.

Two pairs of appendages on the tail fan that surround the telson.

The telson and the four uropods; used for backwards swimming.
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Fic. 245, Ventral View of Male Crayfish, Potamobius trowbridgei



