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Purpose: To demonstrate core sampling.
Materia]s: 3 different colors of modeling clay; drinking straw, fingernail scissors
(Younger ones may do better with a biscuit cutter instead of the straw and scissors.)
Procedure:
- Soften an egg-sized piece of each color of clay by squeezing it in your hands.
- Flatten the clay pieces, and stack them on top of each other to form a block about 1-inch deep.
- Push the straw through the layers of Clay.
- Pull the tube out of the clay.
- Use the scissors to cut open the straw.
- Remove the clay plug.
Hypothesis (CIRCLE): Thestrawwillcuta__ -shaped sample from the layered stack of clay.
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Result (CIRCLE): Thestrawcuta___ -shaped sample from the layered stack of clay.
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Conclusion:

As the straw cuts through the clay, the clay is pushed up inside the hollow tube. The
captured clay is called a core sample, and it reveals what materials are layered inside the :
block of clay. Instead of plastic straws, scientists use heavy metal devices to core through layers 5
of soil. These samplers have plungers, which push the soil sample out to be studied. =

Sketch:

From Janice VanCleave’s 20/ Awesome, Magical, Bizarre e5 Incredible Experiments. (New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1994), 70.



