
Cycle 1 Week 22 –  

Mineral 

Identification 
 

Introduction 

(*Note: Your Mineral Kit includes: Fluorite, Feldspar, Hematite, Pyrite, Milky Quartz, Calcite, Muscovite (Mica), Magnetite, Gypsum, Talc, 

Pyrolusite, Biotite (Mica), Graphite, Satin Spar, and Selenite.)  

-Last week we talked about minerals and the different tests we do to determine their properties.   Well this week we YOU will get 

to do the tests on a mineral! 

-What were our 4 tests? (Streak, Luster, Transparency, Hardness) 

-Partner up with a buddy.  You will be performing these tests together! 

-Each group will take a turn with the tile and the nail for the streak and hardness tests. 

(Allow each pair to choose one mineral to test; they can then swap with a neighbor – please do not let them choose the fragile, 

flakier minerals like mica.) 

 



 

 

 

 

  



Here are some answers to some of the tests if the kids get stuck.   


