
based on Classical Music for Dummies pages 145-148

Brahms: Symphony No. 4, 
Third Movement

Note: This movement is described 
as Allegro Giocoso 

“Lively and Joyous”.

Fortissimo burst from the 
entire orchestra! 1st theme; 
rhythm “come and get your 

beans, boys”

Suddenly, the 
music come to rest 
on a low, accented 
chord . . .”No-o-o”

launches into a lively, jagged 
course of a series of chords in 
the rhythm of  “giddy-up, giddy-
up, giddy-up”

rousing brass fanfare 
full of triplets - 3 notes 
to a beat

Suddenly, music quiets down, 
plays transitional theme, but 
voices of low strings quietly 
playing 1st theme

everything 
is hushed

Accentuated chord played 
low and high. . . melody 
inversion continues

Theme and Inversion  Main melody 
upside-down: In the double basses, the theme goes down 
the scale; in the violins, the theme goes up and then down at 
the last moment

Climax of the 
crescendo, 1st 
theme returns in 
the low strings

2nd Main Theme: quiet & lyrical
sung by violins, then echoed in woodwinds, 
w/ triangle. Smooth, lyricism replaced by 
short, staccato notes like raindrops.

big 
buildup

return to main 
theme, “come & get 
your beans boys”

low chord, echoed way up 
high, by quiet winds, triangle. 
“No-o-o-”, “Yes-s-s-s”

argument between 
low and high

Minor version of theme in 
cellos, violins spin. Ferocious 
off-beat chord.  The violins 
sound a wild minor key version 
of the 1st theme

woodwinds 
play inverted 
theme

beautiful 
rendition 
of theme

Beautiful 
horn 
melody

2nd Theme, entire 
orchestra, triplets 
like karate chops

Triplets, high/low 
versions of “No-o-o”  
chord, giddy-ups

Everything 
simmers, long 
crescendo, loud 
theme

Yes, no, yes, no. brass 
fanfare, boisterous, 
bubbling, foot stomping
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launches off into the 
“giddy-up chords”
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the depths of 
quietude, the 
sounds of silence
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